

Country profile
	Area
	9,372,610 sq.km

	Capital
	Washington D.C.

	Currency
	US dollar

	Important industries
	motor vehicles, aeroplanes, electronics, food processing, lumber (legname), mining, tourism.

	Form of government
	federal republic

	Population
	306 million

	Languages
	official language: English



[image: mappa-usa-geografica]
The USA is a federation of fifty states: Alaska is the largest state and it is separated from the other states by Canada. The state of Hawaii is an archipelago in the Pacific Ocean. The country also has several territories in the Caribbean and Pacific. The two longest mountain chains are the Appalachian Mountains in the east and the Rocky Mountains in the west. The north-central area is home to the Five Great Lakes, the south-east to the tropical forests and wetlands (palude). The longest river in the USA is the Mississippi-Missouri (6754 km), which flows in the Gulf of Mexico. Between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains there are the fertile Great Plains of the Midwest. In the south-west there are desert areas and some natural wonders such as the Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Arches and Bryce Canyon. 
[image: south_rim_2011]
North America is famous for its beautiful national parks. The oldest is Yellowstone, situated in the US Rocky Mountains, where you can find the largest concentration of geysers in the world.
[image: 220px-Old_Faithfull-pdPhoto] Eruption of Old Faithful, Yellowstone National Park

Reading
Read again and say where you can find these different geographical features:
	1. vast forests and lakes
2. deserts
3. farmland (terreno coltivabile)
4. wetlands
	5. waterfalls
6. natural wonders
7. the Great Lakes and the great Plains



Writing
Write a similar description of your country.
[image: bald eagle]  The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), American national bird, is the only [image: USA-graphic]eagle unique to North America.


	  The Eagle, American National Emblem   


   The bald eagle was chosen June 20, 1782 as the emblem of the United States of America, because of its long life, great strength and majestic looks, and also because it was then believed to exist only on this continent.
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