


The Cold War was a period of tension between the USA and the Soviet Union after the Second World War. This was because the two countries believed in opposing ideals: capitalism and communism. The result was espionage and a race for military, industrial and technological supremacy, including journeys into space and the development of nuclear arms. People were afraid that a nuclear war could break out. The Cold War finished in the 1990s.

Between 1964 and 1975 the USA fought against the communist regime in Vietnam and 58,000 Americans were killed. between 2 and 5 million Vietnamese died, many of whom were civilians. The war ended with victory for North Vietnam.

In 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait, a major oil producing country, and in January 1991 the USA attacked Iraq. The mission was called “Desert Storm”. The US President was George Bush (Senior). After George Bush (Senior) the President was Bill Clinton. [image: image1.jpg]
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Although he inherited many conflicts he was more involved in creating peace. The President after Clinton was George W. Bush (son of the other George Bush). He started his mandate in 2001.
On 11 September 2001 terrorists hijacked four passenger aeroplanes and crashed them into the World Trade Center in New York, the US Defence Department – the Pentagon – in Washington D.C. and into a field in Pennsylvania. 3,025 people died in the attacks. Osama Bin Laden was suspected of planning the attacks and hiding in Afghanistan. So in 2001 the USA attacked Afghanistan.
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In 2003 the USA attacked Bagdad, the capital of Iraq, to disarm the country of weapons of mass destruction and to end Saddam Hussein’s support for terrorism. The President was George W. Bush. More than 40 countries supported the invasion but the closest ally was Great Britain. Millions of people all over the world protested against this war. The mission finally ended on 31th August, 2010 although many American troops remained to help support peace in the country.

Choose the correct answers

1. The Cold War was a period of conflict and tension between Great Britain/Russia and America between the two World Wars/after the Second World War.

2. The Vietnam War ended in 1975/1945.

3. The USA attacked Afghanistan/Iran because they thought Osama Bin Laden/Saddam Hussein was hiding there.
4. Desert Storm was a military campaign against Iraq/Kuwait.

5. This war was very popular/unpopular all over the world.

