

The White House is the official name and workplace of the US President. It is a large building at 1600, Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC. The site was chosen by George Washington more than two hundred years ago but he never lived in it because it wasn’t completed until 1800, a year after he died. The first President to live there was John Adams.

The White House has six floors and there are 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms and three kitchens. The President’s office is called the “Oval Office”. Some rooms have the names of the colours: the “Red Room”, the “Blue Room”, the “Green Room” etc.

There is also a beautiful garden where ceremonies are held. On Easter Monday children are invited to roll hard-boiled eggs (painting and rolling eggs is an Easter tradition in English-speaking countries) and play games in the garden with the Presidential family. The White House also has a cinema, a tennis court, a jogging track, a swimming pool and a bowling lane. The President lives in the White House with his (it is perfectly possible to have a woman as a President but until now it has always been a man) family and they can decorate and use rooms as they want. Like all kids, the Presidential kids go to school every day. They often have parties at home at the White House and their friends can use the cinema and the sports facilities. Many Presidents have pets. Most have one or two dogs or cats, but President Theodore Roosevelt had a huge number of exotic pets including snakes, bears, a lion, a hyena and a zebra. He also had six children!
About 5,000 people visit the White House every day. The visit is free but you must book because it is a very popular place and there can be a waiting list of six months!

Answer the questions

1. What is the address of the White House?

2. Did George Washington ever live in the White House?

3. How many rooms are there?

4. What is the name of the room where the President works?

5. What happens on Easter Monday in the White House garden?

6. What leisure facilities are there in the White House?

7. Can the President’s children invite their friends to the White House?

8. Can the President’s family keep pets?

9. How many people visit the White House daily?

10. Describe a building or a museum you have visited. Was it a big place? What did you see there? Did you enjoy the visit? Why? Why not?

[image: image1.jpg]


 White House exterior
The Oval Office [image: image2.jpg]



