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New York City is situated At the mouth of the Hudson River close to the Atlantic Ocean. Its geographical position is one of the reasons why the city has developed so fast. Most people arrive by plane nowadays but the Statue of Liberty in the harbour id still an icon of arrival for tourists, immigrants and Americans coming home. New York City has three important airports: Kennedy (also known as JFK), Newark and LaGuardia. 100 million travellers use these airports every year.
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Most of the city stands on the three islands of Manhattan, Staten Island and Long Island. land is limited and the city’s increasing population is very dense. The skyscraper is the only real solution to the problem of 8.2 million people living in an area of only 830 km2. 
Three rivers separate the three islands – the Hudson River, between the city and the state of New Jersey, the East River, separating the Bronx and Manhattan from Long Island, and the Harlem River, which separates Manhattan from the Bronx.
Communication between the islands is provided by 2,027 bridges and hundreds of tunnels and ferry services. The most famous and the oldest bridge is the Brooklyn Bridge across the Eats River between Brooklyn and Manhattan. It is 1,825 m long.
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Complete the sentences
1. New York stands at the mouth of the H_ _ _ _ _ R _ _ _ _ .
2. New York stands on t_ _ _ _ islands.
3. The River Hudson separates the city from the state of N _ _ J _ _ _ _ _ .
4. The Brooklyn Bridge connects Brooklyn and M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

The Five Boroughs
New York city has five areas called “boroughs” (distretti).
The Bronx is the only borough not standing on an island. Rap and hip hop were born here.
Brooklyn is the most populous borough and was a separate city until 1898. Brooklyn has a long beach called “Coney Island”.
Manhattan is the most densely populated borough and is famous for its skyscrapers, including the Empire State Building. Central Park, business and financial centres, the Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art, which is one of the largest museums in the world, elegant shops and ethnic areas like Chinatown and Little Italy are also in Manhattan.
[image: Empire state building.jpg] The Empire State Building

Queens, a residential area, was originally a group of towns and villages founded by the Dutch.
Staten Island is connected to Brooklyn by the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge and to Manhattan via the Staten Island Ferry.
Match every borough with the sentences on the right.
	1.
	The Bronx
	a.
	The most famous sights are here.

	2.
	Manhattan
	b.
	You can reach it by ferry or by bridge.

	3.
	Brooklyn
	c.
	It is on the mainland. It is famous for modern dance.

	4.
	Queens
	d.
	This borough has the biggest population.

	5.
	Staten Island
	e.
	People from Holland founded this area.




Reading
When Giovanni da Verrazzano discovered this area in 1524 it was inhabited by Native Americans who sold Manhattan Island to Dutch colonists in the 17th century. The Dutch founded the city which they called “New Amsterdam” but, in 1664, the British took possession and changed the name to “New York”. The city quickly developed as a port and the population increased especially with the arrival of European immigrants in the 19th century. 
On September 11, 2001 the city suffered a shocking attack. Nearly 3,000 people died when terrorists deliberately crashed two airplanes into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center, causing them to collapse. The site is presently known as “Ground Zero”. They are building a new tower called the Freedom Tower.
Answer the following questions.
1. Who discovered the area where New York now stands?
2. Who lived there at the time?
3. How did the Dutch get the area?
4. When did European immigrants arrive in the city?
5. Who gave it the name “New York”?
6. What happened on September 11, 2001?
7. What is “Ground Zero”?
8. What are they building at “Ground Zero”?
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