

Warm up
Before reading the passage, match these words to their Italian translation.
	1. slave
2. slave trade
3. slavery
4. segregation
5. to abolish
6. to improve
	a. schiavitù
b. abolire
c. segregazione/separazione
d. migliorare
e. schiavo
f. commercio di schiavi



Reading
Read the passage and number these sentences in chronological order.
	a
	
	The system of racial segregation was created.

	b
	
	Slavery was abolished.

	c
	
	Racial discrimination became illegal.

	d
	
	The slave trade was stopped, but slavery remained.

	e
	
	The American Civil War broke out.

	f
	
	The USA formally apologized for slavery and racism.

	h
	
	The USA elected the first black president.

	i
	
	African Americans started to protest.



Change has come to America
When the first black President of the USA Barack Obama was elected president in November 2008, his comment was: “Change has come to America.” After a long history of racial discrimination against African Americans, this election was a great change indeed.
[image: Ritratto presidenziale ufficiale di Barack Obama] Barrack Obama, 44th American President
The history of black America goes back to the 17th and 18th centuries, when European slave traders started to import black people from Africa to the American continent. Here they worked as slaves on the plantations of the South, where living and working conditions were terrible.
The Atlantic slave trade became illegal in 1808, but slavery continued in the USA. In 1861 a civil war broke out between the northern states (which were against slavery) and the southern states of the USA. When in 1865 the northern states won, slavery was abolished, but soon a rigid system of racial segregation was introduced. Whites and Blacks had separate schools, hospitals, hotels, restaurants, trains and buses. All public facilities (servizi) for black people were inferior to those for white Americans. Blacks were excluded from political life.
Mixed marriages were prohibited. In the 1950s the African Americans started to protest against racial segregation. Martin Luther King, the leader of the Civil Rights Movement, organized sit-ins, boycotts and marches. In 1963, in his most famous speech he said: “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their character.” 
[image: 220px-Martin_Luther_King_Jr_NYWTS] Martin Luther King
In 1964 the US government declared discrimination illegal and in 1965 blacks obtained voting rights. From that moment on, black people got better houses, education, jobs and started to participate in political life. But in many sectors of society the economic disparity between whites and blacks is still evident. In June 2009, 146 years after the abolition of slavery and six months after the election of Barrack Obama, the US Senate passed an official declaration apologizing for slavery and racial segregation. This cannot cancel the past, but for all the people who still suffer from racial discrimination and injustice it is another demonstration that change has come to America.
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Literature helped Black people to combat racial prejudice. The novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe and published in 1852, was one of the first to tell about blacks’ terrible conditions.



Reading - MLK and JF Kennedy
King’s message was noticed across America, and in the highest places, too. 
On June 11th , 1963 President John F. Kennedy made a speech on national television. The President called for equality. He submitted a Civil Rights Bill to Congress. The bill (disegno di legge) outlawed every kind of segregation and promised money to enforce the law.
A great wave of support grew for king’s non-violent ideals. “Whites only” notices were torn down across the country. For a brief time King’s vision of freedom and equality swept America. Black people could go to more of the places that used to be reserved for white people. King was named “Time Magazine’s man” of 1963.
But on November 22nd , 1963 King was watching television when a news announcer interrupted with shocking news. President Kennedy had been shot and killed.
With his death the Civil Rights movement suffered a serious setback (battuta d’arresto). Many white people liked the old ways. Although President Johnson, Kennedy’s successor, signed the Civil Rights Bill, the Bill did not tackle (affrontava) all the problems Black people faced.
Answer the following questions
1. What did the President Kennedy ask for in his speech on June 11th, 1963?
2. What did his Civil Rights Bill make illegal?
3. Did Martin Luther King’s ideals get support from the public?
4. How was Martin recognised in 1963?
5. When was president Kennedy assassinated?
6. Who was his successor?
7. Did he sign the Civil Rights Bill?
8. Did it tackle the problems for black people?
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