

The Pilgrim Fathers

In the 17th century groups of Europeans created the first colonies along the East coast of North America. The most famous of these settlers were the Pilgrim Fathers. They were  a group of Puritans who were looking for a place where they could live in peace, free from persecution. At the same time some English businessman were looking for people to go to Virginia to protect their business interests in the new colony. They paid for the Pilgrim Fathers to go to the New World. In this way the Pilgrim Fathers had work and the opportunity to live freely.

On the 16th September 1620, 102 men, women and children left Plymouth in England in a ship called the Mayflower. On 21st December 1620, after a terrible journey in bad weather, they arrived in their new home, which they called “Plymouth Colony”. Puritans believed in a simple life of hard work, prayer and no entertainment. This attitude helped them during the journey and the first difficult months in America.

When they arrived it was winter. Life was difficult and about half of them died. The Pilgrim Fathers were businessmen and gentlemen, but now they had to cultivate the land and build houses. For the first months they slept on the Mayflower. They made friends with Indians who taught them their farming methods.

In autumn 1621, the 51 surviving Pilgrims and about 90 Indians participated in the first Thanksgiving celebration. The celebration lasted three days but it was probably quite solemn because the Puritans didn’t believe in parties. They ate wild turkeys and fish caught by the colonists and five deer brought by Native Americans.

· Choose the right alternatives to make a summary.
The Pilgrim Fathers were a group of (1) Puritans/farmers who went to America to (2)escape persecution/explore the New World and to protect (3) French/English business interests in Virginia. They sailed in a ship called (4) Virginia/Mayflower. The first year was very difficult and many (5) went back to England/died but the (6) English/Indians helped them and after a year they were able to celebrate their first harvest.



The first Thanksgiving at Plymouth
