

There were colonies all along the Atlantic coast. The two countries with most colonies were France and England. They fought for control of the American continent in the French and Indian War (1754-1763). After this war, England took also control of Canada.

The settlers were unhappy with the English government and the War of Independence, also called the American Revolution, began in1775. On 4th July, 1776 the British colonies made a Declaration of Independence from Britain. In 1783, both sides signed the Treaty of Paris which ended the revolution but some fighting continued. 

The first thirteen states were formed. They drew up a constitution and in 1789 George Washington became the first President.

In Europe, needed money for his wars and in 1803France sold the Louisiana territory to the United States for 15 million dollars. Now the American territory stretched from New Orleans in the South to the Canadian border in the north, from the Mississippi River in the east to the Rocky Mountains in the west. Much of this territory was inhabited by Native Americans. The rest of the continent still belonged to other nations, mainly to Mexico, and became part of the USA in later years.
· Complete the sentences

1. __________ and __________ fought for control of the American continent.

2. The American Revolution began in __________ .

3. The British colonies made a __________ of __________ in 1776.

4. There were __________ states at first.

5. The first President was __________ .

6. The United States bought __________ from __________ in 1803.

· (T 35) Listen and complete the sentences.

The Boston Tea Party – December 16, 1773

The Boston Tea Party was a peaceful (1) __________ by the colonists  against (2) __________ rule. They didn’t want to pay taxes to the British government because they didn’t (3) __________ in Britain and they had no representatives in the British Parliament. When the British government put a tax on (4) __________ , 150 Boston residents dressed as (5) __________ boarded (=salirono a bordo) three ships in Boston Harbour and threw (6) __________ boxes of tea into the (7) __________ .

They (8) __________ the boats before they left and caused no damage. The Boston Tea Party created tension between Britain and the (9) __________ was one of the causes of the American (10) __________ .
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