

Olaudah Equiano
(T36) Complete the passage with the words in the box. Then listen and check your answers.

	Atlantic – died – freedom – house – markets – people – rich - slavery


 Between 1600 and 1865 millions of Africans were captured and transported across the (1) __________ and sold as slaves in the Americas. The first twenty African slaves arrived in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619. Slaves were not considered as (2) __________ . They were objects and their owners bought and sold them at (3) __________ . Slaves were not paid but they worked very hard and with this system white people became very (4) __________ . Olaudah Equiano lived in Nigeria. He was eleven years old when some people came into his (5) __________ and took him away. In 1789, he wrote his amazing autobiography, The Interesting Narrative of The Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, The African. In it he described his life’s journey from (6) __________ to slavery and back to freedom again. After buying his freedom he went to England where he became a leading spokesman for blacks and the abolition of (7) __________ . Olaudah Equiano (8) __________ in 1797. Ten years later, in 1807, Britain abolished the slave trade but it continued in America until 1865.
Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railway
Harriet Tubman was born in 1820 in Maryland. She was African but her parents were both slaves. She had a terrible childhood and when she was 12 she was seriously injured when a white man hit her on the head because she refused to help tie up a slave who had attempted to run away. When she was 30 she escaped and joined the “Underground Railway”. This was a secret network which helped southern slaves to escape to the North and Canada. Using the nickname “Moses” she risked her life thirteen times going back South to help more slaves to escape. It is not certain how many slaves she freed, but some believe it was as many as 300.

Right, Wrong or Doesn’t say?

	
	R
	W
	DS

	1. Harriet Tubman was born in Africa.
	
	
	

	2. Her mother and father were slaves.
	
	
	

	3. A white man hit her when she was a child.
	
	
	

	4. She went to Canada by train.
	
	
	

	5. The “Underground Railway” was a train.
	
	
	

	6. She helped slaves escape to the North and Canada.
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 Lincoln and his son Tad
Abraham Lincoln: Civil War and the abolition of slavery
Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809, the child of a poor family in Kentucky. When he was 24 he served the State Government of Illinois. he denounced slavery, saying it was “founded on both injustice and bad policy”.

In 1860, Lincoln was elected the 16th President of the United States, but in the South voted against him because they did not agree with him on slavery. They needed the slaves to work on their plantations. Without the slaves, the plantation owners would not be so rich.

For this reason, in 1861 the South left the Union and formed a nation called the “Confederate States of America”. The Civil War began. At first it was a war to protect the union of the country.

On 1st January, 1863 President Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Proclamation freeing all slaves in territories held by the Confederate States. The war now became a war about the abolition of slavery.
Finally in 1865 the Civil War ended. The Confederates under general Lee were defeated. The two commanders Lee and Grant met on April 9th and agreed on the terms to end the war.

On 13th April, 1865 Lincoln was shot while he was at the theatre. he died two days later. Fortunately, Lincoln’s values did not die with him. In December 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution made slavery illegal. However, the problems for Black People in the USA didn’t end with the abolition of slavery.

Answer the questions

1. When was Abraham Lincoln born?

2. Was his family rich?

3. Why did he denounce slavery?

4. When did he become President?

5. Why was he not popular with people in the South?

6. Why did the Civil War start?

7. What did Lincoln do in the Emancipation Proclamation?

8. Who were the two commanders in the Civil War?

9. Which sides did they represent?

10. Which side won the Civil War?

11. How many years did the Civil War last?
12. What happened on 13th April 1865?

