

Origins
If your nationality is American it means that you were born in the USA or that you arrived as an immigrant and then acquired American nationality. 
However, all American people have foreign or Native American origins. Perhaps a grandfather or a distant ancestor who was a Native American or an immigrant. For example, the American actor Johnny Depp is of Cherokee and European ancestry while President Barack Obama has Kenyan, English, German, Irish, Scottish, Welsh, Swiss and French ancestry.

Corrine lives in New York but her father’s family originated in Italy. Her great-great-grandfather Luigi lived in Abruzzo and had eight children. Five of them went to the USA from 1908 to 1912. The other three stayed in Italy. This is what she says about her mother’s family:

“My mother’s family is from Ireland. Her family first arrived in the States in 1850. In 1845 in Ireland there was a potato blight (= malattia delle patate). This was a disease of potatoes. Without potatoes, poor people had no food and many died. Thousands went to look for work in the States. Many helped to build the railways or they worked in the coalmines (= miniere di carbone). My ancestors worked on the railways. We went to Ireland two years ago and we saw where my mom’s great-great-grandfather lived. The house is still there. It’s really small. They were really poor. It’s difficult to imagine”.
Exercise: use the following questions to speak about the origins of your family.

1. Where does your family come from?

2. Are your parents Italian?

3. Where were your parents born?

4. When did they come to Fagnano Olona?

5. How many people compose your family?

6. What do they do?

7. Do you have any brothers or sisters?

8. Are they students?

9. What do you do?

10. What would you like to do in the near future?
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