

From 1892 to 1954 millions of foreigners arrived at Ellis Island in New York Harbour. There they had medical examination and the officials asked them 29 questions concerning their name, their families, their jobs and how much money they had. If everything went well, they spent about four or five hours on Ellis Island but those who were ill stayed there for a long time in the Ellis Island Hospital. Some even died there. Some people were sent back home because they couldn’t work, they were criminals or they were insane.

The first person to arrive on Ellis Island was an Irish immigrant child called Annie Moore. She was travelling with her two younger brothers to join their parents who had already gone to the USA. many people who are now very famous, for example Albert Einstein and Charlie Chaplin, passed through Ellis Island as poor immigrants and refugees. The last person to go through Ellis Island was a Norwegian called Arne Peterssen. Today Ellis Island is a museum.

Right or wrong?
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	Ellis Island opened in 1892
	
	

	Ellis Island is in Washington DC
	
	

	The officials asked the immigrants more than 30 questions
	
	

	There was an hospital on Ellis Island
	
	

	Some immigrants were sent home
	
	


