US PRESIDENTS
The President of the USA is the head of state and the head of the United States government.
Americans have elections every four years for a new president.
The first president was George Washington. He was president from 1789-1797, but he never lived in the White House. In 1800, the White House was built in Washington DC and it became the official home of all future presidents.
The longest-serving president was Franklin D. Roosvelt. He was president from 1932-1945. These days, a person can be president for only eight years. After that time he or she has to retire. William Henry Harrison was president for the shortest time. He was president for just 30 days before he died naturally in 1841.
Four American presidents were assassinated. They were all shot by their political enemies.
Abraham Lincoln was shot in 1865, when he was at the theatre. James A. Garfield was shot in 1881 at a railway station, William McKinley was killed at an exhibition in 1901, and John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963 in Dallas, Texas, while he was travelling in his car. If a president dies, the Vice president immediately becomes the next president.
Only one president has resigned. Richard Nixon resigned in 1974. People accused him of spying on other politicians and of not being honest.
People disagree about which president was the greatest. Many people choose Abraham Lincoln, because he ended slavery and he helped the country through the Civil War. For other people, Franklin D. Roosvelt is the greatest. Roosvelt helped the country  through the Great Depression of the 1930s and the second world War.
Barack Obama is the 44th president of the United States. He was elected on November 4, 2008. He is the first African- American president of the USA.
ANSWER  THESE QUESTIONS
1. How often is there an election for a new US president?
2. When was the White House built?
3. Who was president for the longest time?
4. How long was William Henry Harrison president?
5. How long can someone stay as president these days?
6. How many US presidents were assassinated?
7. Which president resigned?
8. Why was Franklin D. Roosvelt a great president?
9. Who is the US president today?
10. Can you name other presidents not in the text?
